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Lenape Regional High School District Business Administrator,  
James Hager, Receives NJASBO Distinguished Service Award 

 
 

ROBBINSVILLE, NJ – Lenape Regional High School District (LRHSD) Business 

Administrator (BA)/Board Secretary and Medford resident James “Jim” Hager recently was 

honored by the New Jersey Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) with a 2016 

Distinguished Service Award for his long-term, continuous exemplary service.   

 

As part of the award, Hager had the honor of presenting a $1,000 scholarship from NJASBO to a 

student at Seneca High School in Tabernacle. 

 

Among just six Distinguished Service Awardees statewide, Hager has served as BA/Board 

Secretary for Lenape Regional High School District since 2003. Previously, he served in the 

same role for Pemberton Township Schools from 2001 to 2003, and Bridgeton Public Schools 

from 1999 to 2001. From 1986 to 1999, Hager worked at the New Jersey Department of 

Education, moving from Assistant Manager of the Bureau of Program Approval in the Division 

of Special Education when he was first hired, to the Division of Field Services’ County School 

Business Administrator for Burlington and Gloucester Offices when he left. 

 

In nominating Hager for the Distinguished Service Award, Mary Ann Bell, President of 

Burlington County ASBO, said, “Jim is an asset not only to his district, but to the entire county; 

everyone wants to sit next to Jim because his perspective and insights are unmatched. He is 

always sought out when it is time for sound advice.” 
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Carol L. Birnbohm, Ed.D., Superintendent of the LRHSD, said, “I have had the pleasure of 

working side-by-side with Jim for almost his entire career in our district. Through the years, Jim 

has been a confidential sounding board offering a business lens to many important student and 

staff initiatives. I am glad to call him my partner in education and I believe much of our student 

and staff successes have come from Jim’s contributions, sage advice, and ability to do his job in 

the most ‘right’ way.” 

 

LRHSD Board of Education President Linda Eckenhoff was effusive in her praise for Hager. 

“It’s an honor for us as school board members to work with Jim, who does such a fine job for the 

district, year after year. The fact that now his colleagues statewide have honored him with this 

award speaks volumes not only about his qualifications and experience, but his impeccable 

character as well.” 

 

Fellow board member Margaret “Cookie” Estlow, added, “He [Hager] is never reactionary, but 

thinks issues through when pressed or asked a question. He is so well versed in education/ 

school/district finance, not just evaluating the day-to-day finances of the district, but the future 

financial needs and growth of the district. Jim also is very approachable and is an excellent 

communicator when explaining district business.” 

 

Hager earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology and anthropology from Gettysburg College, and a 

masters degree in Special Education from Temple University. He also received the State of New 

Jersey’s Principal and Supervisor of Education Certificates. Hager is a trustee and finance 

committee member of the Burlington County Joint Insurance Fund. In his free time, he enjoys 

being with his family and traveling. 
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About NJASBO 
The New Jersey Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) is a professional 
association that promotes the highest standards of ethics and efficiency, provides its membership 
with professional development and support, and collaborates with entities that affect public 
education. The organization comprises individuals who administer or supervise a variety of 
operations within the school district. Examples include accounting, budgeting, data processing, 
environmental issues, food service management, maintenance, negotiations, payroll, purchasing 
and transportation. For more information, visit www.njasbo.com.  

 

PHOTO CAPTION: 
Lenape Regional High School District Business Administrator (BA)/Board Secretary James 
Hager, second from left, is applauded by his colleagues and officers with the New Jersey 
Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) upon receiving the Distinguished Service 
Award. Pictured, from left, are 2015-16 immediate Past President Frank Ceurvels, Executive 
Director John F. Donahue, and President Louis Pepe. Hager was one of six NJASBO 
Distinguished Service Award winners. 
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Clementon School District Business Administrator,  
Joanne Clement, Receives NJASBO Distinguished Service Award 

 
 

ROBBINSVILLE, NJ – Clementon School District Business Administrator (BA)/Board 

Secretary and Stratford resident Joanne Clement recently was honored by the New Jersey 

Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) with a 2016 Distinguished Service Award 

for her long-term, continuous exemplary service.   

 

As part of the award, Clement had the honor of presenting a $1,000 scholarship from NJASBO 

to student Jillian Dilworth. 

 

Among just six Distinguished Service Awardees statewide, Clement has served as BA/Board 

Secretary for the Clementon School District since 2004. Prior to that, she served in the same role 

for the Woodlynne School District starting in 2000, and as Secretary/Bookkeeper for the 

Lindenwold School District from 1996 until 2000. 

 

In nominating Clement for the Distinguished Service Award, Dan Fox, President of Camden 

County ASBO, said, “Clement was successful in the Public Employment Relations Commission 

decision with Chapter 78 Health Care Language, which will affect all school districts in New 

Jersey.” 

 

Clement received a bachelor’s degree from Thomas Edison State University. 
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Clement has served as President, Secretary, and Treasurer for Camden County ASBO, as well as 

Trustee, Secretary, and Chairperson for claims for the Burlington County Insurance Pool. 

According to Fox, she also mentors other BAs in the state, and serves on the ASBO committees 

for legislation, specification/purchasing, and the spring conference. She has been a moderator at 

the annual NJASBO conference and presented at the academy for new BAs on budgeting and 

solar projects. 

 

Clement is an active volunteer; she is a member of the Chews United Methodist Church, where 

she serves on the committees overseeing finance, the church nursery, and outreach, which 

distributes clothes and food to the homeless in Camden. On weekends, Clement volunteers at 

Kennedy Hospital’s VITAS Inpatient Hospice Unit, and she also makes quilts for veterans in 

hospice. She enjoys spending time with her husband of 40 years, three children, and six 

grandchildren. 

 

About NJASBO 
The New Jersey Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) is a professional 
association that promotes the highest standards of ethics and efficiency, provides its membership 
with professional development and support, and collaborates with entities that affect public 
education. The organization comprises individuals who administer or supervise a variety of 
operations within the school district. Examples include accounting, budgeting, data processing, 
environmental issues, food service management, maintenance, negotiations, payroll, purchasing 
and transportation. For more information, visit www.njasbo.com.  
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PHOTO CAPTION: Clementon School District Business Administrator (BA)/Board Secretary 

Joanne Clement, second from left, is presented with the New Jersey Association of School 

Business Officials (NJASBO) Distinguished Service Award by NJASBO representatives, from 

left: 2015-16 immediate Past President Frank Ceurvels, Executive Director John F. Donahue, 

and President Louis Pepe. Clement was one of six NJASBO Distinguished Service Award 

winners. 



 




